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March 19, 2008

Green Notes

1. TUITION  PAYMENT NOTICE: Parents and Guardians, please understand the seriousness of the following action: 
Be advised that all accounts must be up to date by March 31, 2008. Accounts not up to date will receive student withdrawal letters during the week of April 1, 2008.  Withdrawal means -- the student will not be permitted to return to school after they have received the letter and until financial obligations are met or appropriate arrangements made.  Grade reports and transcripts will not be released. For seniors -- their names will be removed from the graduation list; report cards will not be given; and transcripts will not be released to colleges or employers. I do not wish to take this action however delinquent accounts will be turned over to a collection agency. If your account is currently delinquent, I encourage you to contact Mr. Earl DeLancy, Chief Financial Officer, at (202) 529-0900 ex. 126 to make arrangements for payment. Thank you.
                                       A special note of thanks to those of you who are meeting your tuition contract, it is truly appreciated.

2. Re-registration for the 2008-2009 school year: Please be advised that we are requesting a $250 deposit for reenrollment for the 2008-2009 school year.  This information will come to you directly under a separate mailing.  It is extremely important that you read the documentation carefully and submit the registration payment as outlined therein.   All pre-registration forms along with a check for $250 are due back by April 15, 2008. 
3.  Historically Black College and University Fair will be held this afternoon, March 19th,  from 4:00 pm to 8:00 p.m. here at ACHS. This is a very special opportunity for; on–the-spot admissions; meet and talk with college recruiters; gain information on summer bridge programs and other valuable college admission information. Representatives from fifty-two (52) colleges and universities will be in attendance. This opportunity is open to all of our students and I especially encourage our juniors and seniors to attend. Please see attached flyer. The College Fair is being sponsored by the Parent Association of Archbishop Carroll High School for which I am truly grateful.
4. Spring Break: Spring break will begin at the close of business today, Wednesday, March 19th and classes will resume on Monday, March 31st.

5. Pope Benedict XVI to visit: Pope Benedict XVI will visit Washington , D.C. on April 16th and 17th.  On the 16th he will visit the White House and will meet with the Bishops of the United States at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. On the 17th he will celebrate a Mass at the Nationals’ baseball stadium, address the Presidents of 200 Catholic colleges and universities and finally meet with the interfaith leaders at the Pope John Paul II Cultural Center. Archbishop Carroll High School will be receiving 150 tickets for distribution to students and faculty to attend the Mass on the 17th. Tickets will be offered to Catholic students first, followed by an appropriate number of Catholic faculty to supervise our students at the Mass. We are hoping to receive an invitation for a student delegation to attend the White House meeting however, this is yet to be finalized. There may also be opportunities for students to view the Pontiff as he travels from place to place. I am expecting to have updated information upon our return from the Easter break.
6. Hunger to Hope: We will be joining others throughout the Archdiocese of Washington in a food drive! Help those in need as a visible sign of our faith as we prepare to welcome Pope Benedict XVI, the Shepherd of the Universal Church. Donations will benefit the DC metro and southern Maryland areas. 
We are asking that every member of the Archbishop Carroll High School family donate 10 cans of food to this effort. This is every employee, student and volunteer.  Ninth grade students are to bring pastas and sauces; 10th and 11th grade students are to bring soups; 12the grade students are to bring canned vegetables. The drive will begin on March 31 and will end on April 10th.  We have done it once this year and I know that we can do it again. 
7. 2008-2009 Tuition Increase: Please be advised that the tuition for the 2008-2009 school year will be $9,250 which represents a 6.32% increase. This tuition increase does not even compensate for cost of living and service increases. Operational costs have increased, in some categories as much as 12%. Energy cost are certainly the highest at 27% while salary and benefits will have a very modest increase of 6.09%. The tuition payment made by you does not cover the cost of educating your child. The current cost of educating one student is $15, 989. Therefore every student receives tuition assistance in the amount of $6,739.  Please understand that we are still the least expensive of all the non-public high schools and tuition remains the primary source of our operating income. Other high schools have increased as much as 12% with tuition cost between $12,000 and $15,000.

8. Financial Support: Thank you for your moral and financial support of the Mission of Archbishop Carroll High School. The faculty is honored to collaborate with you in the Catholic education of your child according to the wisdom and experience of our Archbishop John Carroll traditions.  There is no finer education than that of a Catholic education. Research and statistics speak for themselves. I am excited about our tomorrow and I am pleased that you have accepted our invitation to join us in your pursuit of spiritual and academic excellence.  

9. Admissions 2007-2008: We are in the process of recruiting students for next year and I am pleased to announce that to date the number of incoming 9th graders expressing a sincere interest is now over 300 students. Once they take the high school placement test we will then be able to determine admissibility. We have distributed over 800 applications and it appears we may have a waiting list in 10th and 11th grades.  I encourage anyone who is interested in enrolling to make your intention known to our admissions office before we reach capacity. Anyone interested in transferring to our school should also act as soon as possible. For our underclassmen, we will be needing seats for next year. Those students on academic probation and /or behavioral probation may have their seats revoked. This includes those students whose tuition is delinquent.
10. The Season of Lent:  The season of Lent is just about over, and our students have been challenged to renew and reflect as the joy of Easter resurrection approaches.  I am proud of  how we have prepared our students during this very special time that is recognized by Christians all around the world.  I want to acknowledge our Campus Ministry under the direction of Mr. Pellechia, our Religion Department under the leadership of Ms. Katie Murphy, Ms Riddick fore her direction during the prayer service and our Faculty for helping our students understand the meaning of the Lenten season.  
11. Auditorium renovations: The auditorium is currently undergoing a major renovation to include; updating the lighting system; replacement of the sound system; a complete paint job; carpet cleaning; concrete floor treatment; and replacement of all the seats. The cost of the renovation is in the neighborhood of $247,000. The money for this project is being donated by a 1970 Carroll graduate. How pleased we should be that there are alumni who truly appreciate the education they received from Archbishop Carroll High School and who want to give back because it is their desire for this school to continue as one of the most prominent schools in the Archdiocese of Washington. We are truly grateful to Mr. McMahon for his love and generosity.  
12. Lunch /Breakfast Program: We continue to do all that we can to make this an attractive program for your children. The prices are reasonable; the food is good; and the menu continues to improve. Please be aware that we are once again offering breakfast with a wonderful nutritional menu.  Breakfast is only $2.00. A price you can not beat anywhere.
13. Uniform Change over:  Students should begin wearing Spring uniforms on March 31, 2008. Please reference page 22 of the student handbook for a description of the Spring uniform.
14. United Way Campaign is still going on so please consider us for your contribution.  Many offices solicit funds for the United Way Campaign.  Our United Way number is 8402 and CFC (Combined Federal Campaign) code is 40075.
And Jesus said to them; 
  “Do not be afraid. Go tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”
                               From:  Dr. David S. Stofa. Principal / CEO
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